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"This day was the most Joyous and Amazing of all my days in Africa. I witnessed firsthand 

the power of abundant clean water to change lives and plans."   
Linda Hines, Songea's Kids President   August 20, 2016 

 

You will find excerpts in this edition from Linda’s blog 

during a six-week journey she and four other 

volunteers made Songea’s Mshangano Village where 

the kids supported by our child sponsors live. They 

also spent time in Lutukira Village north of Songea to 

witness Hope Village construction progress. To read 

the entire blog, visit www.songeaskids.org. Want to 

hear more about this amazing trip, experiences and 

accomplishments of Songea’s Kids five volunteers who 

worked in Tanzania during the summer?                                       

Come to the Soiree!       Event details page 4.   

 

“GROW THE CIRCLE”  ●  November 5, 2016 ● 5:00-8:00 pm ● Redmond Senior Center 
 

 

FINDING WATER: Changed Lives 
 

Finding water at both Lutukira Village and Hope Village sites was 

especially exciting after being disappointed last year when drilling 

at another site failed. Water is essential to moving forward with the 

Hope Village project, starting with brick making. One very important 

development came this summer when volunteers were introduced 

to a pump supply company that makes durable hand pumps for 

extra deep wells used in rural areas and approved by UNICEF. The 

purchase of two of these pumps reduced the anticipated cost of 

installing solar pumps by 75%.  Songea's Kids is thankful for the 

guidance and persistence from volunteer hydrogeologists Charles 

Ellingson and Russ Prior, and the generous donors who provided 

the funds to make the wells a reality. 

 

 

“I danced for joy with the Lutukira Village women who 

celebrated their well, giving them abundant clean water 

year around for the first time in their lives”, exclaimed 

Linda. “Being there in person to see the development and 

completion of the projects was a joy. It provided a life 

changing elixir to the people of Lutukira and Songea!”  



MAKING BRICKS: A Dream Come True 

Construction at Hope Village began quickly 

thanks to volunteer Kjell Rye, a 20-year 

vocational teacher in the Seattle schools 

and Chair of Songea’s Kids Board of 

Directors. He assembled a supervisory team 

with our Hope Village Organization partner 

NGO, hired workers, facilitated pump 

installation, and began brick making. 

 It is the first time the local Lutukira Village 

youth, who were hired and trained to make 

bricks, had ever had the opportunity to work 

and learn, When the villagers saw how the 3 

brick-making machines ,donated by a 

generous Songea’s Kids supporter, made 

very strong bricks quickly using correct 

amounts of local soil and cement. Once 

formed, the bricks dried for five days without 

wood firing and could be used to build a wall 

without mortar. It was declared it a miracle!  

One night the youth crew asked to work until past midnight to complete the work. Later the village 

leaders decided to buy a brick making machine so that new classrooms can be built at the local 

schools. As of September 14, another 12,974 bricks have been made. The above photo features some 

of the brick making and construction team, along with Songea’s Kids volunteer architect, Gladys Ly-Au 

Young, who led a group of architects in planning and placement of the buildings on the land. 

                                                                     

CONSTRUCTING HOPE VILLAGE: Next Steps 

Volunteer architect Gladys, principle at Sundberg Architectural 

Initiative in Seattle, Washington, and her 13-year-old son Kaiea, 

joined the Tanzania bound teams in August. They staked out the 

location of the first buildings to be constructed, mapped the road 

through the site, marked with tape the big trees to be preserved, 

oversaw cutting of brush in some areas and revised the site plan 

based on exploration of the property. With our Board Chair, Kjell 

Rye (right), they worked in challenging conditions with Tanzania 

engineers and colleagues to redesign building trusses and 

improve building techniques using locally available materials, and 

teaching villagers how to build stronger and better structures. The 

pump house and construction manger’s house were completed 

and the first classroom building footings have been dug. Kjell is 

seen here inspecting bricks made with new clay to cement 

formulas requiring no fire drying - saving time, energy and the 

environment. Young village residents learned brick making and 

construction to complete the projects.  



MAKING A DIFFERENCE: Teen Raises Funds for Life Changing Gifts 
 

Architect Gladys’ son, Kaiea, 

raised funds on GoFundMe to 

buy brain challenging games, 

four laptops and ten soccer 

balls that he gave to delighted 

local students. What a sight to 

see him deliver the items to the 

kids. The pictures here speak 

a thousand words about the 

joy and excitement of receiving 

these precious items!  

 
DELIVERING DONATIONS: Over-The-Counter Medicines, Medical Supplies  
 
Volunteers who traveled to Songea this summer 

brought totes of donated OTC medications for the 

impoverished Lutukira pharmacy as part of their 

50 pound luggage allotment. Thanks to cash 

donations, they were also able to provide a large 

supply of prescription antibiotics and malaria 

medications purchased during their stay in Dar es 

Salaam. The local doctor and pharmacist rejoiced 

at these life-saving gifts.  

 
 
 

CHANGING LIVES: Delivering Hygiene Kits and New Clothing 
 

 

Our second Days For Girls workshop (left) was 

organized by our NGO partner Jirani Mwema and 

USA volunteer Laurie Rye. About 40 young women 

were expected to attend, but over 70 came to learn 

and receive free hygiene kits donated by Kirkland 

Days For Girls. The teens who received the kits last 

year explained how it had greatly improved their lives. 

They also offered tips on how to make the kits 

affordable when made locally. 

An Encouraging Outcome: The Mshangano Tailoring Coop, started by students Songea’s Kids has 

supported, has begun sewing and selling hygiene kits with startup help from a donation made by the 

Seattle area East Lake Washington Home Economists and donated materials carried to Tanzania in 

totes by our summer volunteers. When the Hope Village Tailoring Classroom is built, students will learn 

to construct the hygiene kits, impacting the lives of young women by helping them stay in school full 

time. To read more about the kits go to Days for Girls International www.daysforgirls.org. Want to get 

involved in supporting this project?  Email Songea’s Kids at info@songeaskids.org.  

Much to everyone’s delight, Sowing Seeds of Hope from Lynnwood, Washington provided unique 

pillowcase dresses as gifts to the Jirani Mwema girls, and socks and shirts for the boys.  

http://www.daysforgirls.org/
mailto:info@songeaskids.org


VOLUNTEERING WITH US: Take a Trip You Will Love and Remember 

All the USA volunteers who traveled to Tanzania 

this summer agreed this was a very successful, 

exhilarating and life changing trip—a once in a 

lifetime experience. Many strategy meetings, time 

with the orphaned kids, and visits to their homes 

and schools filled the days. Before going home, 

several volunteers celebrated by going on a brief, 

low-cost safari to Ruaha National Park—a 

magical experience. (P.S. They paid their own 

way for this side trip.) Will you be a volunteer 

traveler next year? If so, don’t miss the biggest 

event of the year, our Songea Soiree – Grow the 

Circle! Join us for a fun, all inclusive evening with 

updates from Songea’s Kids volunteers who have 

just returned from Tanzania.  

 

“GROW THE CIRCLE” 
What:    Songea’s Kids Fundraising Dinner and Auction  

 Silent/Live Auctions   

 Dinner and Beverages All Inclusive  
Who:    We invite YOU to join us! 
When:   Saturday, November 5   5:00-8:00 pm 
Where:  Redmond Senior Center 
   8703 160th Avenue NE 
   Redmond, WA 98052 
Why:     Help Transform Orphans’ Lives  

 Clean Water 

 Healthy Food 

 Safe Housing 

 Basic Education 

 Vocational Training 
Tickets: $60 each  
  Mail check to:   
  Songea’s Kids,  
  3020 Issaquah-Pine Lk Rd SE #539, Sammamish, WA 98075 
   
  Or click here to purchase      Or Call 1-800-838-3006 ext.1  
    
CONSIDER WAYS YOU CAN HELP SONGEA’S KIDS  AND INVITE OTHERS TO SUPPORT US 

 

 Become a Child Sponsor 
 Give Gifts of Stocks and Bonds 
 Make a Legacy Bequest 

 

 Donate to the Education Fund 
 Join the Volunteer Team 
  Ask your company to provide a matching gift 

 

 

Designate Songea’s Kids as your favorite charity to receive support at no cost to you. Every 
dollar counts for the kids. We receive a donation of 0.5% of eligible purchases you make on 

their site. Visit here to sign up. It’s easy! 
 

LIKE us on        and follow us on     

     3020 Issaquah Pine Lake Rd. SE #539, Sammamish, WA 98075        EIN #51-0649064 

http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/2569736
https://www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html?nodeId=201365360
https://www.facebook.com/Songeas-Kids-208246239203764/
https://www.facebook.com/Songeas-Kids-208246239203764/
https://twitter.com/songeaskids

